
MDGA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

Date 24 November 
2022 

Venue Thurgoona Golf Club 

Chairperson S Kishere  Commenced 7:03 pm 

In Attendance As per sign on sheets (attached) 21 in attendance  

Apologies A Scott, D Robertson, H Drummond, R Newnham, S Bannon, A Hockey, K Galbraith, D 
Shanahan 

Moved D Huggard Seconded M Semmler That apologies be accepted Carried 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting  

Moved M Fage Seconded M Lane That the minutes be accepted as 
read  

Carried 

 

Business Arising 

Description Follow Up Actioned By Action Date Completed 

 Nil    
 

President’s Report 

Description Follow Up Actioned By Action Date Completed 

Annual Report Tabled (attached) S Kishere   

Moved S Kishere Seconded T Merritt That the President’s 
Report be accepted 

Carried 

  

Treasurers Report 

Description Follow Up Actioned By Action Date Completed 

Annual Report Tabled (attached) H van de Ven   

Moved H van de Ven Seconded P Dawson That the Treasurer’s 
report be accepted  

 

 

Captain’s Report 

Description Follow Up Actioned By Action Date Completed 

Annual Report Tabled (attached) T Merritt   

Moved T Merritt Seconded H van de Ven That the Captain’s Report 
be accepted 

Carried 

 

Junior Coordinator’s Report 

Description Follow Up Actioned By Action Date Completed 

Annual Report Tabled (attached) M Fage   

Moved M Fage Seconded C Webb That the Captain’s Report 
be accepted 

Carried 

 

Election of Office Bearers 

Chaired by D Huggard 

Nominations 
closed 
7:18pm 

President – S Kishere 
Treasurer – H van de Ven 
Captain – T Merritt 
Junior Coordinator – D Shanahan 

All nominations were received by the 
Secretary in accordance with the MDGA 
constitution. All nominations were accepted 
by the nominees. All positions were declared 



Director Corowa – Vacant 
Director Howlong – W Hannan 
Director Culcairn/Hobrook – P Spokes 
Director Commercial Albury – P Dawson 
Director Upper Murray – S Bannon 
Director Adelong/Batlow/Tumbarumba – 
A Hockey 
Director Thurgoona – D Robertson 
Director Jindera/Rand – T Freeman 
Director Oaklands - Vacant 

filled except Corowa and Oaklands which 
remain vacant. 

 

General Business 

Description Follow Up Moved Seconded Carried 

S Kishere 
resumed the 
chair 

Thanks to D Huggard for his assistance. S Kishere M Fage 
 

Carried 
 

Affiliation Fees That affiliation fees remain at the current 
amount $5.00 per adult and $2.50 per junior 

H van de 
Ven 

P Spokes Carried 

Honorariums $500 honorariums be provided to the 
President/Captain/Secretary/Junior 
Coordinator 

H van de 
Ven 

P Dawson Carried 

MDGA 2023 
Calendar 

The calendar is almost complete. 
R Alexander concerned about clashes with 
events scheduled early in the year. 
M Smith concerns re events held on 
Sundays impacting on small clubs’ income 
and players on course. Suggested that 
smaller clubs may consider using Saturday 
as the main playing day.   

   

Communication  R Alexander is concerned about the 
communication between MDGA and clubs.  
Delegates need to be proactive in relaying 
information to their clubs as well as bringing 
concerns to the MDGA board 

   

Current 
Strategic Plan 

Tim Purtill – when will an updated Strategic 
Plan be available on the Website. Updating 
now and the document will be published 
early 2023 

   

Pennant 
Results 

Club participating in pennant competitions 
are urged to submit match results by the 
end of the day on which the event was 
played 

   

Thanks to the 
MDGA board 

D Huggard expressed thanks to the board 
for their ongoing support of golf and players 
in the MDGA 

   

 

Attachments  Tabled Reports 

Next Meeting  TBA 

Meeting closed  7:33pm 

 





























Captain’s Report 
 

  Annual 2022 
 
 

  
The golfing year of 2022 has been a challenging one, right across the Murray District Golf 
Association. We have seen some great tournament events, strong performances at 
representative level, and exciting Pennant competitions currently still in action.  
 
It has been fantastic to see the juniors coming through the ranks, and I would like to thank 
Damien Shanahan and Cade Webb for there continuous work and effort put into junior 
programmes and events.  
 
Thank you to PRESIDENT steve kishere for all his work that mostly goes unnoticed. It 
would be reminisced of me not to thank his loyal offsider Lawrey Kishere for her tireless 
work behind the scenes. I thank you both for your work keeping the MDGA moving forward 
and making my role easy. 
 
It is important that we continue to encourage open and frequent discussion across the 
District. The time and effort contributed by the volunteers that make up the MDGA Board 
should be acknowledged and not forgotten as they are doing this as volunteers.  
 
I would like to thank the Board Executives for their support and commitment throughout 
the year –  Andrew Scott (Vice President), Damien Shanahan , Henk van 
de Ven (Treasurer) and Meralyn Fage (Secretary). Your hard work is invaluable to the 
District. Well done. 
 
I would like to congratulate winners of the team and individual events throughout the MDGA 
across the season. 
 
I look forward to a bigger 2023  
 
Well done to you all. 
 
MDGA Captain 
Travis Merritt 
 
 



 Juniors Report 2022 
During 2022 The MDGA combined with Golf NSW and Jack Newton Junior Golf to 

hold numerous junior competitions for all ages and abilities.  

It all started back in February with Encourage Shield between Thurgoona, Corowa 

and The MDGA Junior All Stars. In a thrilling final at Albury between Thurgoona and 

Corowa. Corowa won to advance to the next round. They travelled to Yass in 

October and played against Goulburn Golf Club losing 4 games to 2.  

In February we had the most juniors ever representing The MDGA in a Jack Newton 

Junior Golf tournament in Wagga. There was 9 junior spread out through all age 

groups. It was great to see them all supporting each other. We had some who 

finished really well. 

In March our Juniors on the Move kicked off at Wodonga Golf Club. We had 9 events 

for the year with one more to be completed in December. We had around 20 juniors 

registered. On average there was 13 juniors at each event. In that we had 5 girls 

play which is great to see .Watching these juniors improve and enjoy golf is 

amazing to watch. A huge thank you to parents who have helped out and caddied for 

these aspiring juniors. 

In April Thurgoona held the first ever Jack Newton Junior Tournament in The MDGA 

in The Murray Masters. With around 50 juniors travelling all over NSW and Vic. With 

The MDGA support well again by our juniors. With four Thurgoona juniors finishing 

with prizes. It will be back again next year so keep an eye out and pop down. 

In June we kicked off our first ever junior open series at Yarrawonga. It was a cold 

wet day but there was 9 players who toughed it out. It was the first of five held in 

total. We have one to be played at Albury in December. We have had good numbers 

for these days. With some golfers off 5 or less plus some JOM players stepping up. 

We have had golfers from all over the area including Cobram, Echuca, Wodonga, 

Howlong and Albury.  

In August The MDGA sent a Junior Pennant to Wagga City Golf Club to take on The 

RDGA in the first round of State Junior Pennant. Another heart stopper with 3 

games each at the end to force a playoff hole. In the end Beau Davis got the district 

over the line. The team then travelled to Yass to take on Far South Coast. A huge 

effort but sadly we lost 5 games to 1. A huge thank you to all who went up and back 

for the day. 

In October school holidays we held the first ever 3 day tournament at Albury, 

Howlong and Corowa. With both JOM and 18 holes being played over the three days. 

We had good numbers for the first attempt. With 14 players in the 18 holes and 5 in 



the JOM section. A huge thank you to all too all clubs involved and hopefully 

something similar will be held next year. 

We also had three juniors from Howlong play in the PSSA state finals in Sydney 

over three days. The three are part of our JOM and it's great to see them 

progressing. 

The MDGA also brought back Junior Player of The Year which rewards the most 

consistent and who has played in various tournaments through 2022. The winner 

will be announced later in the year.  

To finish off all these things couldn't go ahead without the support of Cade Webb ( 

Golf NSW ) , the golf clubs involved , parents and grandparents and of course the 

juniors for playing. It always great to hear how they played and see them smiling 

when finished. Let’s build on what we have and see bigger and better things in 2023. 

If you have any ideas please contact me as we are always looking to improve what 

we do but also see golf grow in the district. 

Also a huge thank you to The MDGA board with it’s continued support of junior golf 

in the area. 

Cheers 

Damien Shanahan  

MDGA Junior Coordinator 
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